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SEPTEMBER EVENT
What:       Passive House Presentation  

When:      6:30 pm, September 1

Where:     Prescott House

                   32 South 16th St.

      Kansas City, KS 66102

Q3 2010

This is a great chance to see the latest Studio 804 project, which is attempting both 
Passive House and LEED for Homes Platinum Certi" cation. Jennifer May" eld, one of 
the student constructors will give a short presentation about the Prescott House

 Ryan Abendroth is the owner of Passive Energy Designs LLC located in Kansas City, 
MO. His business focuses on Passive House projects from conceptual design through 
completed construction with an emphasis on energy modeling through the Passive 
House Planning Package 2007 (PHPP). Ryan most recently acted as a consultant 
for Kansas University's Studio 804 on their quest to build a Passive House that was 
also rated LEED Platinum. Ryan's professional designations include Certi" ed Passive 
House Consultant (CPHC) and LEED Green Associate. He looks forward to completing 
many Passive House projects as a part of living in and building a sustainable future 
for everyone. In addition, Ryan was a key player in the University of Illinois 2009 Solar 
Decathlon project.  

If you are not familiar 
with the Passive 
House Institute US 
(PHIUS) or PassivHaus 
Institute as it is called 
in Germany, where it 
was developed, please 
take a moment to 
familiarize yourself 
with the concepts 
here.



Greenbuild 2010

Greenbuild is the world’s largest conference and expo dedicated to green 
building. Thousands of building professionals from all over the world come 
together at Greenbuild for three days of outstanding educational sessions, 
renowned speakers, green building tours, special seminars and networking 
events.

Presented by the U.S. Green Building Council, the Annual Greenbuild 
Conference & Expo provides an unrivaled opportunity to learn about the 
latest innovations, explore new products and exchange ideas with other 
professionals.  Featuring three days of educational programming, workshops, 
a vast exhibition • oor and ample networking events provide unrivaled 
opportunities to learn about the latest technological innovations, explore new 
products and exchange ideas with other professionals. Greenbuild is the 
three time recipient of IMEX Green Meetings Award and four time winner of 
Tradeshow Week’s Fastest 50 growing tradeshows in the U.S.  

Buildings play a critical role in protecting and improving our environment and 
the health of the people who occupy them. USGBC’s Greenbuild Conference 
and Expo provides an unparalleled opportunity to connect with other green 
building peers, industry experts, and in• uential leaders as they share 
innovations in the green building movement.

Greenbuild International Conference and Expo:

Chicago, Illinois:

November 17-19, 2010

Greenbuild 2010 will return to Chicago’s McCormick Place West, the site of 
Greenbuild 2007. As one of the ! rst cities to adopt LEED for public buildings 
and the city that is home to more LEED-certi! ed buildings than any other, 
Chicago is truly committed to leadership as a “next-generation” city – the 
perfect place for us to celebrate being part of Generation Green. Together, we 
will de! ne what the future looks like in cities and towns around the world. 

Get  In to  Green
WHO:  The US Green Building Council 
Central Plains Chapter

WHAT: Our GIG brings over !"" industry 
professionals together in a fun environment 
to thank them for their continued support 
and to encourage new members to join

WHERE:  We’ll first tour a floor of KCP&L’s 
office space, which has achieved LEED 
Gold, and then mingle over food and 
drinks downstairs in the reception area.  

 WHEN:  Thursday, September !"th, #"$"
Tours:  %pm – ':!"pm
Party: 'pm – (pm

GREENBUILD 
VOLUNTEER!
Volunteers must be a full time college 
student or professional age 25 and 
under. You must volunteer a minimum 
of eight hours of volunteer time.

For your efforts, you’ll receive 
free admission as a student to the 
conference which will provide exciting 
educational opportunities on the latest  
in the green building movement and 
amazing networking opportunities.

www.usgbc.org, click on Greenbuild 
FAQs. 



SHARE YOUR TALENTS

Currently the USGBC Central Plains 
Chapter is looking for members 
to volunteer  their talents by 
developing articles about how 
USGBC or LEED has a# ected people 
in our community.  If interested 
please contact us. 

GREENSBURG SCHOOL TOUR
Save the Date!  October 28, the Central Plains Chapter will be hosting a tour of 
the new Kiowa County (Greensburg, KS) K-12 School.  The building is intended 
to meet LEED Platinum.  The tour will start with a 7:00 am bus departure from 
Olathe, KS.  While in town we plan on touring the school and a few of the city’s 
LEED Platinum facilities.  To cap things off, there will be a sit down dinner to 
discuss the day’s 
activities.  Watch 
the Central Plains 
web site for more 
information.  If 
interested in 
s p o n s o r s h i p 
opportunities or 
have questions 
about the event, 
please contact 
Chris Stanton 
at cstanton@
mccowngordon.
com or at 
816 .877 .0636 .

GREEN SCHOOLS ENGAGING THE NATION
This September, our local Green Schools Advocate, Sara Holmes, will travel 
to Washington, D.C. and represent the Central Plains Chapter at the Green 
Schools Committees Symposium and the third annual Congressional Advocacy 
Day. 

USGBC’s Congressional Advocacy Day (September 28-29) provides an 
opportunity for chapter representatives to interact with members of Congress 
and their staff to promote sound green building policy at the federal level. 
Sara’s participation will help strengthen these important relationships, advance 
USGBC policy priorities, and provide our chapter with valuable advocacy 
experience and skills.

The 2010 Green Schools Committees Symposium (September 30-October 
1) will provide Green Schools Committee Chairs an opportunity to connect 
with one another’s work and that of USGBC national, and to develop 
advanced skills, strategies, and resources to champion green schools in your 
communities and states.

Over the last several years, our nation has seen the rise of a new movement in 
education. Across the country, people are witnessing the impacts green schools 
have on students, teachers and communities. Glenn Cook, editor-in-chief of the 
American School Board Journal, has called the green schools movement “the 
biggest thing to happen in education since the introduction of technology to the 
classroom.” This movement could not have taken root without the work of more 
than 1,000 Green Schools Committee volunteers in USGBC Chapters and 
af" liate groups across the country.

Greensburg High School 5/8/2007

CALL FOR SPEAKERS

The chapter gets many requests 
for speakers at local events to 
present LEED and focused green 
building topics. The requirement 
for participation in the Speaker's 
Bureau is membership in the 
Chapter and a LEED AP credential. 

If you are planning an event or are 
interested in becoming a speaker, 
please contact John Almeida, at: 
jalmeida@tcco.com



Natural Talent Competition a Success

This year the local USGBC Emerging Professionals committee hosted the 
latest Natural Talent design competition for students and young professionals. 
This has been the • rst time one national challenge project has been shared 
by all competitors. The challenge was to design homes for the New Orleans 
Broadmoor Neighborhood with emphasis on LEED for Homes, affordable 
housing, universal design, and functionality for elderly occupants. Qualifying 
submissions could not exceed 880 square feet, $100,000 in construction costs, 
and had to achieve the LEED for Homes Platinum Certi• cation. Additionally this 
will be • rst year winners could see their design actually built! 

Upcoming Events for Emerging Professionals
September 18th 

11am-1pm

Lake Lenexa Black Hoof Park

9053 Monticello Rd. Lenexa, KS

Join the Emerging Professionals for an afternoon at the lake. Hear 
representatives from the City of Lenexa speak about the city’s Rain to 
Recreation program. Lenexa’s Rain to Recreation Program is nationally 
recognized for its approach to stormwater management, natural resource 
conservation and restoration and citizen engagement in natural resource 
management. 

The program and lake are highlighted by the lake’s dam itself. Ron Norris, 
then Director of Lenexa Public Works, and former President for the American 
Public Works Association will speak about the dam. The dam was designed by 
Gastinger Walker Harden Architects.

September Tour of Green 
Buildings to Showcase 
Region’s National 
Leadership in Sustainable, 
Energy-Ef! cient LEED 
Buildings

Grand Rapids, MI – August 11, 
2010 – The U.S. Green Building 
Council West Michigan (USGBC-
WM) Chapter today announced that 
it will host tours of 40 commercial 
and residential LEED (Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental 
Design) certi• ed buildings located 
in and around the Grand Rapids 
area on Friday and Saturday, 
September 10th and 11th. The tours 
will coincide with Future Cities: 
Climate Strategies for Sustainable 
Communities, a conference hosted 
by a5 Inc. and Seven Generations 
Ahead on Friday, September 10th 
at Grand Valley State University’s 
Eberhard Center on the downtown 
Grand Rapids campus.

“The Grand Rapids metropolitan 
area ranks • rst nationally in the 
number of LEED buildings per 
capita, and • fth overall,” explained 
USGBC-WM Chapter Chair Renae 
Hesselink, LEED AP. “We’ve earned 
the right to call ourselves a national 
center of green building, but more 
importantly we’re positioning our 
region as a trendsetter, a leader in 
innovation, and home to experts 
in the design and manufacture 
of energy-ef• cient, sustainable 
buildings and materials.”



OUR MISSION

To transform the way buildings 
and communities are designed, 
built and operated, enabling  an 
environmentally and socially 
responsible, healthy, prosperous 
environment that improves the 
quality of life.

FOLLOW US:

twitter.com/USGBC_CP

USGBC Central Plains Chapter

EVENTS
September 1  6:30 PM

 Passive House Presentation

 Studio 804 Prescott House Tour

 32 South 16th Street, Kansas City, Kansas

September 17 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM

 Electric Vehicle Charging Stations

 Installation Planning of Public Accessible Buildings

 KCP&L HQ Auditorium, One Kansas City Place, KCMO

September 30 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM

 Get Into Green

 USGBC Annual Membership Party

 KCP&L HQ, One Kansas City Place, KCMO

October 1  11:30 AM to 1:00 PM

 Prevent Lead Poisioning

 Do the New EPA Lead Rules Affect You?

 Discovery Center 4750 Troost, Ave, KCMO

We are always looking for green 
related articles to share with 
membership.  Do you have events 
or articles for the newsletter?  If 
so, e-mail Travis Willson at tjw@
htkarchitects.com


